
 

  

Environment and Climate Emergency Committee Meeting, Tuesday 21 October 2025 
 
Minutes of Calstock Parish Council’s Environment and Climate Emergency Committee held on 
Tuesday 21 October 2025, in the Tamar Valley Centre at 1900. 
 
Those present were: 
Councillors with voting rights: Phil Spurr, Jim Wakem, Ben Marley. 
Community members with voting rights: Peter Bloomfield, Gill Court, Peter Thompson, Alison 
Freshney. 
Community Members: Andrew Brown, Janine Falle, Kate Goodman, Ken Finn. 
Staff: Clare Bullimore, Clerk (minutes).  
 
In Cllr Newton Chance’s absence it was agreed that Cllr Phil Spurr chair the meeting.  
 

1.  Apologies   
Richard Newton Chance; Mark Warwick, Roger Harris. 
 

2.  Public Participation  
Members of the public were present and participated throughout the meeting.  
 

3.  Declarations of interest 
No declarations of a pecuniary or financial interest were made. 
 

4.  Approve minutes of last meeting 16-09-2025 
Proposal/resolution: to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 16 
September 2025. Proposed: Jim Wakem, seconded:  Peter Bloomfield- approved by all 
those present at the last meeting.  
 

5.  Matters Arising: 

• The Clerk has made contact made with Great Western Railway/Network Railway 
(awaiting a response). 

• Air quality document: Cllr Angus Black had disseminated the most recent survey: a 
slight improvement was noted in Gunnislake since 2019 as it was elsewhere. Phil 
Spurr wishes thanks to be noted to Cllr Black for finding the information and to 
Dorothy Kirk for pursuing the issue doggedly. 

• South West Water query re Waste Water Treatment Works, Metherell – a response 
was received on 20-10-2025 stating that the Event Duration Monitor underwent 
maintenance but the label on the WaterFit Live Hub showed it as being under 
maintenance for longer than it should due to human oversight. The level probes 
have now be reset “restoring them to full working order”. This was noted. Ken Finn 
reported that 128 spills have been monitored since July in Harewood Road which far 
exceeds the number for the previous years. This has been reported by Drip Drip to 
South West Water, copying Anna Gelderd MP in.  It was agreed that the Parish 
Council will follow up on any correspondence that Drip Drip sends to South West 
Water and the MP on these incidents. 
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6.  New Correspondence/Clerk’s Information: 

• Retrofit Guide, Stoke Climsland – this guide has been published on the website and 
hard copies have been delivered for dissemination widely. This has promotion has 
received national recognition in the Rural Services Network and will be promoted 
across the country. 

• Cotehele and Cadsonbury Woodland Management Plan, George Holmes (National 
Trust) – Andrew Brown said the work George and the team have undertaken has 
been fantastic; he would like to see the biological survey and it was agreed to invite 
George to the November meeting to talk through the plans in more detail.  
 

7.  Dartmoor Energy Feasibility Study into viable Renewable Energy Sources 

• Review findings, highlight feasible options.  It was agreed that the Council should 
explore the feasible options of solar panel installations on the workshop/stores and 
Albaston Cemetery Chapel If all other conditions are met, the council will require in 
the region of £18,000 for installation plus the costs of a roof survey and Distribution 
Network Operator permission (may be free). However, it was suggested a 
contractor may carry out the work and keep the revenue themselves. This option 
will be explored before the Finance meeting. 

• It was felt more thought should be given to the field next to the allotments and not 
everyone was in favour of a solar array but would prefer allotments, orchards and 
rewilding. 

• Council/community engagement sessions. As part of the grant for the feasibility 
study, community engagement was included. It was suggested an event is held in 
the Tamar Valley Centre to hear of plans for renewable energy and other local 
initiatives such as Drip Drip, Tamar Valley National Landscape Management Plan 
and the Stoke Climsland Retrofit project.  

Proposal/resolution: to pursue the solar panels on the two buildings and the EV 
charging in the car parks. If the council has to fund the panels themselves, they should 
request £18000 from the precept to do so. Proposed: Jim Wakem, seconded: Peter 
Bloomfield – unanimous.  

 
8.  Town Farm Field 

Janine Falle reported that a community consultation event took place on Sunday in 
Calstock. She said one recurring theme is to provide space for young people in the 
village, however this would not necessarily need to be on Town Farm Field. Other 
discussions were raised about potential noise factor from the site; enabling a 
community gardening opportunity and whether the site should allow dogs. 
 
Proposal/resolution to agree to move forward and order the items listed in the FiPL 
application: 

• Trees (native); 

• Fencing  

• Hedging  
It was agreed to delegate to the Clerk and Steering Group members to finalise the 
orders. 
 
Clare asked what additional items or costs will be needed that have not been accounted 
for in the FiPL bid and explained that anything over £500 should come back to the 
committee for approval. Further fencing will be required on the southern boundary but 
Pete Thompson has said he will ask the EA if they can help with this as the fencing was 
in poor condition at the time it was signed over to the Parish Council.   
 



 

Pete reported that volunteers will be working on the pedestrian footbridge from 27-10-
2025.  
 

9.  Budgetary Considerations and Precept Requirements: 

• Review of cost centre income/expenditure to date – this was noted. 

• Capital Works requests: Grillo Mower to cut and collect £12,000, renewable energy 
sources £18,000  

Proposal/resolution: to recommend £13000 for a Grillo Mower to cut and collect – this 
will promote more species supporting wildlife and biodiversity and, over time, will prove 
its efficiency with a reduction in hours needed to mow.  
Proposal/resolution: to recommend £18000 for solar panel installations to include 
installation and surveys – this will not be required if companies install them and retain 
the revenue. 
Proposal/resolution: to recommend £5000 for the ECE budget to support public 
engagement, campaigns and research initiatives.  
Proposed: Gill Court, seconded: Jim Wakem – unanimous.  
 
Clare said she wants to make it clear in the Council’s Standing Orders and/or the 
Committee’s Terms of Reference that the ECE Committee is not required to adhere to 
the standard grant procedures when organisations request funding for activities aimed 
at improving local environmental health; so long as requests are made within the 
budget.    

 

To defer: 

• Flood Warden (needed within a Parish Emergency Strategy, currently being drafted) 

• Tree Warden  

The meeting closed at: 2003 

Signed:      Date: 


