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Minutes of Full Council Meeting of the Calstock Parish Council  

held on Tuesday 27 September 2022, in the Tamar Valley Centre, at 7.00pm.   

  

A minute’s silence was held as a mark of respect to Queen Elizabeth II.  Council meetings were 

suspended during the National Period of Mourning. 

 

Cllr Alford thanked all councillors who helped him after he had a fall at the proclamation. 

 

Those present were: -  

COUNCILLORS-   

Cllr Alford, Cllr Beech, Cllr Boreham, Cllr Flashman, Cllr Greenwood, Cllr Kirk, Cllr Ledger, Cllr 

Letchford, Cllr Newton Chance, Cllr Polglase, Cllr Trapp, Cllr Wakem (Chair), Cllr Warwick, Cllr Wells, 

Cllr Wilkes.  

Miss Clare Bullimore (Deputy Clerk – minutes). 

  

198/22 DECLARATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE – HARROWBARROW WARD MEMBERS: JIM 

FLASHMAN AND ANDREW BROWN 

Acceptance of office and register of interest forms were received from the new Harrowbarrow Ward 

Members, Cllr Brown and Cllr Flashman. 

 

199/22 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received and accepted from: 

Cllr Westwood, Cllr Tinto (Labour Party Conference), Cllr Ashley (car broken down), Cllr Brown 

(emergency).  

 

200/22 DECLARATIONS & DISPENSATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS IN AGENDA ITEMS  

None. 

  

201/22 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Mr and Mrs Yelland were present. 

  

202/02 APPROVE MINUTES OF LAST MEETING – 09-08-2022   

Proposal/Resolution: the minutes be approved.  Proposed: Cllr Wells, seconded: Cllr Letchford – 

approved by all those present at the last meeting.  

   

203/22 NOTE ACTIONS AND EXPENDITURE OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS  

Proposal/Resolution: The actions and expenditure of the following be approved en bloc.  

Proposed: Cllr Wells, seconded: Cllr Alford –unanimous:  

• Planning Committee, 16-08-2022 & 06-09-2022 

• Recreation Committee, 16-08-2022 & 30-08-2022 
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• Delaware Outdoor Education Centre Advisory Committee, 06-09-2022 

 

204/21 MATTERS ARISING   

• Cemetery Vegetation Clearance –Saturday 08-10-2022, 1000-1400 – the Deputy Clerk urged 

as many councillors as possible to come along and help with this. 

• Gunnislake Car Park – an enhanced Service Level Agreement has been agreed whereby if the 

machine is not working, an Enforcement Officer will call a technical officer to come and tend 

to it.  This costs £36 per hour but will be offset by the time the Enforcement Officers cannot 

charge due to the machine not working (£36 per hour but charged by the minute). This 

arrangement to be monitored for the remainder of the financial year by the Amenities 

Committee. 

• Harrowbarrow Playpark - repairs to equipment in the playpark have started and a 

contribution of £1000 from the Harrowbarrow Community Association has been received 

which was much appreciated. 

• Bus shelter, Calstock has been ordered, wating for delivery/installation. 

• Greenscombe Woods a letter has been received from Tamar Farms in reply to one sent on 

behalf of the Parish Council: it was agreed to send a letter in reply with a few points on it. 

• Short Term Holiday Lets DCMS consultation– feedback received and sent off. 

• Schedule of Modifications to the Climate Emergency Development Plan – feedback sent. 

 

205/22 NEW CORRESPONDENCE  

• CALC – email received to suggest Councils may wish to write a letter of condolence to King 

Charles III (agreed). 

• An email from Richard Walker re Canoe Race, Calstock, 25-06-2023 had been received and 

supported. 

• Reply from Tamar Farms re Greenscombe Woods (see previous agenda item). 

• Public Consultation - Statement of Principles under Gambling Act 2005 this was noted. 

 

206/22 CLERK’S INFORMATION 

• Update on The Clerk’s health – The Clerk’s sick note has been extended to 30-11-2022 and 

Cllr Boreham will liaise with Sue and the HR Consultant to ensure a supportive transition 

back to work, probably in the new year. 

• Cllr Westwood’s has tended her resignation from 01-11-2022 – sorrow was expressed at Cllr 

Westwood’s decision to leave the council, she is continuing until 01-11-2022 to complete 

the application for designated bathing water status– Cllr Newton Chance has offered to 

oversee this from November 2022 (thanks to Cllr Newton Chance). 

• The Great British Dig: filming in Calstock extension has been confirmed for 05-10-2022 – 09-

10-2022 and Chris Smart would like to spend three further days looking at the trench with 

local school children (Gunnislake, Delaware, Calstock and Buckland Monachorum). 

• CALC Training Schedule – it was agreed for Cllr Boreham to attend training relevant to 

personnel/human resources. 
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• Deputy Clerk – Annual Leave 14-10-2022 – 21-10-2022 inclusive: there will be no 

cover during this period and no meetings.  A message will be left on the voicemail and email 

and Cllr Wakem said his number could be published for emergencies. 

 

207/22 APPOINTMENT OF CLLR FLASHMAN ONTO THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEES: RECREATIONS, 

FOOTPATHS, PLANNING, PLANNING STRATEGY, A390 AND CLLR BROWN ONTO THE 

ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

It was agreed that Cllr Flasham and Cllr Brown be appointed onto the committees as listed above. 

 

208/22 COMPLETION OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY REVIEW– 2021/2022 –NO 

ISSUES WERE NOTED AND NO CHANGES REQUIRED 

It was noted that the Annual Governance and Accountability Review was complete with no changes 

required.  Thanks to Cllr Warwick and Helen Dowdall from Callington Town Council for their help 

with this. 

 

209/22 OPTION TO OPT OUT OF THE SAAA CENTRAL EXTERNAL AUDITOR APPOINTMENT 

ARRANGEMENTS – RECOMMENDATION TO CONTINUE WITH THE ‘OPT IN’ APPROACH IN 

LINE WITH ALL SMALLER AUTHORITIES AND REMAIN PART OF THE CENTRAL SCHEME AND 

APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR 

Proposal/resolution: NOT to opt out of the SAAA central external auditor appointment 

arrangements and to appoint Helen Dowdall as the internal auditor this year. Proposed: Cllr Newton 

Chance, seconded: Cllr Polglase – unanimous. 

 

210/22 ADOPTION OF ABSENCE MANAGEMENT POLICY BASED ON THE MODEL POLICY FROM CALC 

BE ADOPTED 

Proposal/resolution: that the staff absence policy, based on the CALC model, be adopted. Proposed: 

Cllr Newton Chance, seconded: Cllr Ledger. Unanimous. 

 

211/22  RECOMMENDATION FROM RECREATION COMMITTEE THAT A LOCAL CONTRACTOR’S 

ESTIMATE FOR MAINTENANCE OF THE PLAYBOAT IS APPROVED AT £2800 

The Recreations Committee had asked that comparable quotes be sought for maintenance work on 

the Playboat. Proposal/resolution: to approve the quote from Peter Gadd for maintenance work on 

the playboat. Proposed: Cllr Trapp, seconded: Cllr Wells – unanimous.  

 

212/22  RECOMMENDATION FROM RECREATION COMMITTEE THAT THE OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT 

POLICY BE ADOPTED 

Proposal/resolution: to adopt the Outdoor Equipment Policy. Proposed: Cllr Newton Chance, 

seconded: Cllr Polglase – unanimous. 

 

213/22 WORKMAN’S STORES: ELECTRICS NEED MODERNISING; 4 CONTRACTORS HAVE VISITED 

ONLY ONE QUOTE RECEIVED FOR £1249.21 

Despite numerous contractors viewing the stores and being asked for quotes, only one quote has 

been forthcoming and the stores’ electrics are deemed unfit. Proposal/resolution: to accept the 

quote for £11249.21 and commission the work. Proposed: Cllr Wells, seconded: Cllr Alford – 

unanimous. 
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214/22 SHARED PROSPERITY FUND AND UPDATE ON THE DELAWARE OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

CENTRE 

Cllr Wilkes reported that Sam Jackman is making a submission to Vickery Holman to use part of the 

DOEC site for her business.  She will also make an application to the Shared Prosperity Fund. Activ8 

are looking at making a separate bid for the other part of the site and have requested the Parish 

Council’s support but have not shared a detailed plan. Cllr Wilkes reassured councillors that the 

Parish Council cannot offer any fiscal or legal responsibility but a CIC could be set up to support 

other bids and open up funding avenues. 

Proposal/resolution: to send a letter of support for Sam Jackman’s proposal – proposed: Cllr Newton 

Chance, seconded: Cllr Letchford – unanimous.  

 

215/22 SOUTH WEST WATER TREATMENT WORKS AND WIDER ISSUES 

The improvements to the treatment works at Calstock have started.  The regular meetings that were 

held to monitor this particular work will continue but will look at wider issues such as spills, sewage 

data etc.  Another meeting is convened for next week – feedback will be given to the Environment 

Committee who will in turn feed back to Full Council. 

 

216/22 PURCHASE OF WOODS AT LATCHLEY BY CONSORTIUM WHO HAVE ALLEGEDLY FENCED OFF 

PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY – CLLR FLASHMAN 

See ‘matters arising’ agenda item. 

 

217/22 REPORT OF MOTOR CYCLE NOISE, COX PARK  

Cllr Flashman has had reports of motor cycle noise in the Cox Park area.  Both Cllrs Kirk and Newton 

Chance have spoken to the landowners about this and a planning enforcement issue has been 

raised.  This item was noted and will be monitored by ward members. 

 

218/22 SITING OF TELECOM POLE, SLEEPY HOLLOW  

Cllr Flashman raised concern that a pole, possibly for open reach, has been placed too close to the 

tarmac and impedes large vehicles’ access.  The Deputy Clerk to raise this with Highways.   

 

219/22 PARKED CARS, CHURCH LANE, CALSTOCK – CLLR FLASHMAN 

Parked cars at Church Lane causing an obstruction was brought up by Cllr Flashman.  This (and other 

problem areas in Calstock and across the Parish) continue to be monitored and put forward for 

Caradon Network funding and could be considered for a TRO if the Council could find the money to 

apply. Cllr Kirk also reported that she has visited the site with Will Glassup from Cornwall Council 

Highways. 

 

220/22 CO-OPTION REVIEW – CALC MODEL 

Proposal/resolution: to adopt the CALC model but tailor it to the needs of our busy council.  

Proposed: Cllr Trapp, seconded: Cllr Newton Chance – unanimous. 

 

221/22 COMPLAINT REGARDING CO-OPTION INTERVIEWS – CLLR FLASHMAN 

Cllr Flashman reported that Shane Pridham had suggested the co-option process had been unfair. 

This suggestion was dismissed. 
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222/22 STANDING ITEM: CALSTOCK FLOOD DEFENCE 

Nothing to report. 

 

223/22  STANDING ITEM: 5 DAY PLANNING APPLICATION 

An email has been disseminated to the Planning Committee following receipt of a 5 day consultation 

today. 

 

224/22 STANDING ITEM: TOILETS 

The cost of a new Wallgate hand washing unit to be discussed at Amenities along with whether to 

open Gunnislake toilets at the weekend (the Deputy Clerk has associated costs to present to the 

meeting). 

 

225/22 STANDING ITEM: A390 

Cornwall Council has issued a public consultation for a refuge which had been expected to be a 

crossing.  Negotiations still ongoing with frustration being felt by Parish Councillors involved who 

feel other agencies are being obstructive and un-cooperative. 

 

226/22  STANDING ITEM: FOSTERS FIELD 

The Deputy Clerk is in regular contact with Catherine Thompson to ensure this progresses. 

  

227/22  STANDING ITEM: CORNWALL COUNCIL REPORT – CLLR KIRK 

• Mudges Terrace – improvements to the pedestrian footway are due to be made soon, Cllr 

Kirk continues to investigate how superficial damage has been done to houses on Mudges 

Terrace after previous works. 

• Cornwall’s Strategic Planning Committee agreed a major Geo Thermal application which is a 

positive step forward for alternative, renewable energy sources although is likely to receive 

local opposition in Penhallow. 

• Cornwall Strategic Planning Committee are still considering another crematorium to ease the 

pressure (and waiting times) for the number of cremations. 

• Country Standards Committee – there is a vacancy for a parish council representative on this 

committee. 

• Allegation of illegal dumping of contaminated land on Kit Hill – Cllr Kirk has raised this with 

Planning Enforcement. 

• Sewage and excess flooding from the Mount Pleasant Caravan Park continues to be reported 

and investigation is ongoing. 

• No further news on the proposal to merge some of the Community Network areas following 

an outcry from the councils that would be affected by a much larger network area. 

• Cornwall’s emergency call centre could be closed and transferred to North Yorkshire. 

• Sky lanterns are to be banned following a motion from Cornwall Council due to the 

environmental impact. 

• Cornwall Council approved a motion to find ‘warm bank stations’ to help people keep warm 

this winter – they will look at Cornwall Council buildings and also other community buildings. 
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• More reports have been forthcoming about the blasts from Hingston Down Quarry 

getting worse, the issue will be discussed at the forthcoming visit to the quarry with 

members of the Environment Committee. 

• Cllr Kirk has asked South West Water for a full list of discharge data into the Tamar. 

• Community Chest funding requests continue and Cllr Kirk’s grant money is depleting.  

• The reinstation of the bus service from Tavistock to Callington to an hourly service has been 

much appreciated but there are issues with the outlying villages (including Calstock) not 

getting a service or the service not being reliable. 

 

228/22  STANDING ITEM: REPORTS FROM OTHER MEMBERS REPRESENTING THE COUNCIL ON THE 

COMMITTEES OR AT MEETINGS OF OTHER ORGANISATIONS 

Cllr Beech – reported that the Delaware Preschool having the gardens restructured and tidied and 

the organisation may apply for an extension to accommodate the numbers on the waiting list. 

 

229/22 STANDING ITEM: APPROVE PAYMENT LIST, SUMMARY OF ACCOUNTS AND SUMMARY OF 

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 

Proposal/resolution: to approve the payments, summary of accounts and summary of payments and 
receipts.  Proposed: Cllr Newton Chance, seconded: Cllr Polglase– unanimous. 
Thanks to Cllr Warwick for his review and comments on this in advance of the meeting. 
 

230/22 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS – ALL TO BE HELD AT THE TAMAR VALLEY CENTRE UNLESS 

OTHERWISE STATED 

• VISIT TO HANSON QUARRY TO DISCUSS BIO-DIVERSITY PLAN AND TOUR OF SITE (FOR 

MEMBERS OF THE ECE COMMITTEE) – Monday 03-10-2022, 1600 

• Environment and Climate Emergency Committee – Tuesday 04-10-2022, 1800 

• Amenities Committee – Tuesday 04-10-2022, 1900 

• Planning Committee– 11-10-2022, 1830 

• Full Council – 11-10-2022, 1900 

• F&GP Committee – 01-11-2022, 1900 

 

231/22  URGENT INFORMATION 

None 

 

The meeting closed at 2045 

  

Signed: ……………………………………………………………………………………  Date: …………………………………..  
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