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Recognising Key Workers 



 

Letter from the Secretary 

 

Well, life continues to get back to some kind of normality, but who 

would have thought 2 years ago it would be perfectly normal to go into 

a bank or a post office wearing a mask without a member of staff 

reaching for the panic button? 

It has been several years since the group formed and many new 

neighbours have joined our community in the interim. I thought it would 

be useful to explain to newer readers the significance of the phone box 

on our cover. The village was in danger of loosing the box as it was 

being taken out of service. A group of villagers decided to campaign to 

keep the phone box in place, painted it and the committee decided it 

should become a focal point. Lynne and Chris regularly change the 

displays according to the season and events through the year. When 

we were looking for a symbol for our newsletter we decided the phone 

box should get pride of place as the first community project to be 

completed. 

Unfortunately, Chris our chairperson has decided to step down from 

the committee. Personally, I will miss her tremendously. She has been 

a true servant to the village and we all miss her at our meetings. Thank 

you, Chris for all your help and contributions especially during those 

difficult times. I am also sad to say that Alex has resigned and I am 

really missing his help with the newsletter, Alex, I am on a very steep 

learning curve at present but we all wish you well for the future. 

 

Gill Boreham, Secretary  

gillboreham@btinternet.com 

 

 

mailto:gillboreham@btinternet.com


Meals for Families 

 

Hi, my name is Louise James and I work part time for the local Methodist 
Church as a Children and Families Worker. During the last few months 
having been unable to visit schools and pre-schools, run Messy Church, 
Toddle In, Breakfast Club and other family events during half term and 
school holidays my role has changed. I have been volunteering for 
Callington Town Council doing shopping and collecting and delivering 
prescriptions for isolated people in the community. 

For a few months before lockdown I had engaged with the Real Junk 
Food Project with monthly Pay-as-You Feel meals at Callington 
Methodist Church. Since lockdown I have got to know the great people 
at The Core in Saltash who have partnered with The Hive Cornwall to 
provide frozen meals for families each Monday during August. This has 
been a ‘no questions asked’ way for people to receive free frozen meals, 
with cooking instructions!! prepared from surplus food which would have 
gone to land fill. A win win situation. 

I have a passion for all things community and have really missed your 
Coffee Afternoons where I have met a great group of friendly people who 
are also passionate about where they live and the people who live there. 

My other part time job is with the Cornwall Registration Service 
conducting and registering wedding ceremonies. It is such a privilege to 
share a couple’s special day – you may have seen me on the BBC One 
Show recently when I conducted my friend’s wedding in the Launceston 
Guildhall.  

We all know the last few months have been a difficult and strange time, 
but as things are gradually starting to open up again we hope that ‘being 
community’ will continue and grow stronger, building on our experiences 
and the relationships we have made since March. 

 

 

 

        



The Tamar Valley Donkey Park 

 

For all the new residents in St. Ann’s Chapel and those who have not 
visited us yet the Donkey Park is the 14½ acres, which was originally 
known as Ryland’s Plantation and includes the scrubland to the south. 
During WWII the plantation was used by the American forces in 
preparation for D Day. Some local residents can still remember as 
children watching tanks being driven up and down the site until they were 
suddenly gone overnight for D Day.  

In 1989 the family that owned the land at the time and who had 2 
donkeys, decided to open an attraction that featured donkeys. They 
rescued 14 donkeys from Ireland who lived out the rest of their lives here. 
Once you rescue one animal more follow such as more donkeys, ponies, 
sheep, goats, rabbits, guinea pigs and more. 

21 years ago in March 1999 the current owners took over the park having 
become involved with equines 20+ years before, when daughter Tamsin 
started to learn to ride. In 2004 we invested in the Donkey Drop-In 
(10,000sqft) to provide an all weather attraction to help continue to pay 
for the upkeep of all the rescued donkeys and other animals. 

Donkeys live a long time and that is where you get the saying “donkey 
years”, a good age is 35, but we have had several live much longer and 
our regular supporters will have fond memories of them: Holly, Colleen, 
Bridget and Grizelda to name a few. Our sanctuary is currently caring for 
20 donkeys, a mule, 7 ponies, goats, sheep, pigs and more. 

The Park appeals to all ages of those who love animals and in particular 
donkeys, the young love the indoor soft play and older children the 
outdoor adventure play. Holly’s café serves bean to cup coffee, 
homemade cakes and hot and cold meals. The Donkey Bazaar gift shop 
has all things donkey.  

So a visit to the Tamar Valley Donkey Park the home of the Tamar 
Donkey Sanctuary (charity No 1138221) is not only fun for all the family, 
but it’s helping to keep all the rescued donkeys and other animals in the 
manner they now expect.  

See you soon, Julia, Tamsin, Young David, Bethany and Old D.  

 

 



SHARE will be collecting your      

Recycling for Charity items  

sorted into the different programmes.    

From the   
Tamar Valley AONB Centre car park 
Cemetery Rd, Drakewalls PL18 9FE 

 

 

Thursday 3rd September for one hour from 11am – 12 noon   

                                                           
Do not leave anything outside of these times as it will be thrown out. 

I’m hoping to make this a monthly event, so check for days & times. 

All local locations and dates will be posted on FB and on-line at 

www.south-hill.co.uk/charity-recycling 

 

If you have a stash and want to offload contact me to arrange 

SHARE@south-hill.co.uk  or phone/text Ali 07305 044049 

  

1. Empty Crisps and snack packets, include multipacks, keep flat, no knots 

2. Popcorn, pretzels, scratchings, nuts, any snacks that aren’t crisps 

3. Pringles tubes, can be flattened, with the lids and foil.   

4. Sweets and chocolate wrappers include Kit Kat, Twix, Haribo, Werthers,  

plus individual and multipacks. No foil, paper or trays 

5. Biscuit, crackers & cake wrappers, Mini Cheddars, Soreen, Ryvita, Ritz, 

Mini Rolls, Jaffa Cakes. Include multipacks and non branded packs. No 

cardboard  

6. Baby Food pouches, squeezed empty + lids and baby snack packets 

7. New! All brands of cheese packets. Bread bags only those that are stretchy  

8. Used toothbrushes, plus electric heads, toothpaste tubes & dental floss 

packs 

9. Triggers, handpumps, roll on deodorants, dishwasher & cleaning wipes 

packs, soft tubes from creams, lipsticks, mascaras and empty eye shadow 

compacts. 

10. Pet food plastic bags, all pets. Pouches MUST BE clean and dry and 

bagged.          

THANK YOU for your SUPPORT 

 

http://www.south-hill.co.uk/charity-recycling
mailto:SHARE@south-hill.co.uk


Preventing poor driving through the Village 

 

I virtually attended a local forum on road safety in Cornwall recently. If 

you feel helpless about speeding cars this article is for you.  

The police gave an update on their initiative “Operation Snap”. If you 

have a dash cam in your car or have your mobile phone at hand you can 

send footage to Devon and Cornwall Police of any dangerous driving 

you have witnessed. We heard that the speed of traffic increased during 

lockdown; clear roads led to increased speed. The speed has not 

reduced since lockdown restrictions have been lifted. 

Although there has not been any media drive for this venture, Operation 

Snap has been a great success. Between 15/6/19 to 1/7/20 the police 

had 322 cases of dangerous driving in their system thanks to the 

scheme. The offenders have been dealt with in various ways, some have 

led to prosecution and because of the video evidence no cases have 

had to go to court because the offenders have pleaded guilty. Saving 

money and time for the Police. 

As part of the presentation the police showed us some shocking footage 

of poor driving all obtained by people uploading their footage. A real case 

of people power. 

Gill Boreham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The A390 through St. Ann’s Chapel & Drakewalls 

At last! After several years of banging our communal heads against the 

proverbial brick wall we are finally getting somewhere with our needs for 

the A390. 

Last October our local Cornwall Councillor, Dorothy Kirk, backed up by 

8 parish councillors & 3 members of the St. Ann’s Chapel Community 

Group Committee attended a meeting where we managed to get some 

money allocated to improving road & pedestrian safety and air quality 

along the stretch of the A390 which passes through the 2 villages. 

Since then Cornwall Council have allocated some more money to the 

project, which has resulted in Cormac producing a feasibility study for 

the area. A meeting was held with Cornwall Council & Cormac in early 

July, attended by Dorothy and I.  Quite a few objections were raised by 

us regarding their initial proposals, which resulted in a second virtual 

meeting on August 17th. This time we were joined by Gill Boreham (our 

new Parish councillor), and Sue Lemon the Parish Clerk. In addition, a 

local police officer also attended. 

The key issues discussed were: 

• it has consistently been argued by Cornwall Council that parked 

cars act as speed brakes on the A390. They have stated that no 

calming measures were necessary, as historical traffic data 

shows that traffic only moves at a slightly higher speed than the 

30mph limit on average  

• The above argument may be true in the centre of St. Ann’s, but 

does not work for the rest of the 2 miles that the A390 passes 

through our community. (As Gill, Dorothy and I all have houses 

along the A390 we are fully aware of the speeding and safety 

issues). 

• We all know that speed is a major issue all day, every day outside 

the centre of St. Ann’s. This simple fact was endorsed by the 

policeman who attended the meeting. 

• We have even had various speed camera vans and a police 

officer with a handheld radar gun visit us recently. They help, 

although they are only brief deterrents while they are here.   

 



Contd. 

 

Consequently, at the recent meeting, we have asked for speed 

assessments to be carried out at various points through St. Ann’s and 

Drakewalls. These are to prove what most residents already know, 

namely that excessive speed is a major concern for a great number of 

residents. We have asked for fixed speed cameras in several locations: 

1. At the western end of St. Ann’s, somewhere between the Rifle 

Volunteer and All Saints,  

2. Another sited on the straight stretch by the Wainhomes Tamar 

Meadows development,  

3. And a third on the eastern slope between Delaware school and 

the new Co-op. 

A major problem highlighted is that once cars enter the villages of 

Drakewalls or St. Ann’s from either direction there are no 30mph 

repeater signs. To put it bluntly, we cannot have them by Law! 

Streetlights spaced less than 200 yards apart are legal reminders that a 

vehicle is in a 30mph zone  

Just before our last meeting with Cormac the major incident on the A30 

which re-routed traffic via the A390 has highlighted the fact that it is the 

only sensible route for detours for both the A30 if closed, and the A38 if 

the Tamar Bridge is out of action for whatever reason.  

Several local Cornwall Councillors and the Cornwall Emergency Officer 

are now making representations to Cornwall Council senior 

management stating that we seriously need a long-term solution for the 

A390. It is now a major connectivity route in and out of the county, and 

not just some tiddly little road with a few concerned residents. 

 

Pedestrian Safety 

We have requested new safety measures in several points between the 

western end of the village and Gunnislake Station. Because we have 

limited funds available we probably won’t get all that we are asking for 

this time.  



Contd. 

These include refuges to improve pedestrian safety when crossing 

Rylands road (donkey park road), Honicombe Lane (by Blades 

hairdressers), at the top of the hill going down to Albaston and one to 

allow safe crossing of the main road by Gunnislake Station. We also 

need a safe crossing near all Saints Park. 

In addition, Wainhomes are obliged to put in a crossing from their side 

of the road to the schools. This was part of the planning approval. 

We must also bear in mind that this is not a quick fix programme, but 

one that will require continued public support over a period of time to 

achieve sensible solutions. We will obviously update you all with the 

progress. 

John Wells (Parish Councillor for Delaware Ward - St. Ann’s Chapel, 

Drakewalls and Albaston). 

Email: john.wells@calstockparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

 

 

We are building a team to get a skatepark for our area! We have 

recently had a big uptake in interest for the revival of community 

projects since corona virus has gone on for so long. People are 

wanting to have more closer to home, and community assets that 

generations of people can benefit from. Excellent groundwork has been 

made by Ben Dance, who as many of you will know, was a strong 

supporter of the old skate ramp. We have designs and plans to make 

something more permanent than the old ramp that went into disrepair, 

so we are looking for community leads to help us find grants, fundraise, 

help our online presence, and generally throw in ideas. 

 

If you're interested in getting involved, or know somebody who is, 

please pass the word on and contact me at Bradwellbrown@live.co.uk 

or 07984990884. 

All the best, Theo Brown 



        Joined Yet? 

 
 You have missed out on the chance to win some money. 

 

 The more people that join the more money is raised for our 

community projects and the more you will win!!  

 

 The money is spilt 50/50 and we draw a winner every month. 

 

 It only costs £1 per month. 

 

 So, take the leap and join the club 

 
July winner: Pete Clark 

August winner: Charlie McGrath 

For full details of how to join contact Lynne Wells, Treasurer 

lcw12@live.co.uk  

  



Details of Advertising 

Do you run a local business and would like to advertise in our quarterly 
editions? 
 
It costs £15 per quarter page but if you agree to advertise in all 4 
editions there is a discounted price of £50 per year payable annually. If 
you wish to change the advert in any way during the year, there is an 
administration charge of £5. 
 
Your Community Needs You! 
 
Would you like to get involved with the group? Or have you got an 
article you would like to share with the community?  
If so contact Lucy (Chair) or Kate (Vice Chair) on 
stannschapel@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

 

  

mailto:stannschapel@hotmail.com


 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 


